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An Introduction to Montessori Education 
 

WHO WAS MARIA MONTESSORI? 

Maria Montessori was born 
in Italy in 1870. She was 
the first woman to achieve 
a double honors degree as 
a Doctor of Medicine and a 
Doctor of Surgery. This 
scientific background is 
clearly seen in her later 
work in education. Dr 
Montessori became 

interested in the way children learn from a 
very early age by closely observing them as 
they really are. She opened her first 
“Children’s House” in 1907 and published her 
first educational work in 1909. She died in 
1952 at which time her son continued her 
work in education, which has spread 
successfully throughout the world. 

 

WHAT IS MONTESSORI EDUCATION? 

Montessori believed that a child is born with 
an innate desire to learn – a natural curiosity 
and desire for knowledge. The goal of early 
childhood education is to cultivate the child’s 
natural desire to learn. 

According to Montessori, “the child is the 
father of man”. The main purpose is to 
develop an environment where the child can 
unfold spontaneously and manifest the 
greater person within. As the child begins to 
develop this inner self, his love of life and 
learning expands continuously. 

Montessori education is essentially an 
education founded in the belief that children 
are the future and that if we allow them to 
develop in an environment congenial to their 
vital needs then peace is a natural outcome. 
Maria Montessori: “… establishing peace is 
the work of education. Some of the ways this 
takes place are through the development of 
the child’s awareness of the world around 
him, his people, and his own place within it. 
The child notices that despite our differences 
we all have the same fundamental needs and 
tendencies. Conflict resolution is actively 
taught. Children from as young as three, 
learn to resolve problems amicably. 

Competitiveness is replaced with co-
operation; fear and intimidation are replaced 
with understanding, acceptance and respect. 
The needs of the individual are replaced with 
a sense of community; responsibility and 
informed consensus are the order of the day 
whilst being endowed with compassionate 
empowerment and a sense of purposeful 
work. The Montessori classroom engenders 
respect for all who are in it regardless of age 
or perceived status; all are equal and worthy 
of trust. 

 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Montessori allows the child to experience the 
excitement of discovery by his own choice. It 
helps him to perfect all his natural tools for 
learning so that his potential will be reached 
for future learning situations. The didactic 
materials in a Montessori classroom have this 
dual long-range purpose while giving specific 
information to the child for immediate use. 
Most are also self-correcting, allowing the 
child to discover for himself rather than being 
teacher-dependent. 

 

WHO IS MONTESSORI DESIGNED FOR? 

The Montessori philosophy is an approach in 
learning and, as such, has no distinction of 
class intelligence. It has been used 
successfully in all parts of the world and in all 
types of programmes for those who want the 
very best for their children. 

 

 



Montessori Connect Children’s Workshop 

The child’s need to learn by exploring is 
supported by the following: 

 The classrooms consist of carefully 
prepared and sequenced teaching 
materials and equipment. 

 The teachers (directresses) guide the 
child’s energy, interest and enthusiasm 
into self-enriching channels over a 
three-year period 

 Everything in the classroom is child-
sized and intended for the child’s use.   

 The children “work” because it is 
exciting to learn from the wide range of 
activities presented.   

 The children learn to appreciate and 
care for their classrooms and the 
beautifully crafted Montessori materials.  

 The directresses help each child 
individually by demonstrating the 
special materials.   

 Individual capabilities and the interests 
of each child are respected as each 
student develops at their own rate.  

The assistants in the Montessori environment 
are teachers in training or have just qualified 
and are gaining experience in the 
environment. 

We as a staff encourage the total 
development of each child by modeling an 
intrinsic love and respect for all life. 

The Montessori Connect Children’s Workshop 
was founded in 1980.  It was the first 
Montessori School in Cape Town.  The 
Children’s Campaign Trust purchased it 3 
years ago. 

The objective of this trust is to operate as a 
business for profit and this profit is then 
distributed to “children at risk” projects in 
and around Cape Town. 

Our school offers nursery, preschool and 
primary facilities. 

 

THE NURSERY CLASS 

 2 nursery classes namely Butterflies and 
Ladybirds (aged 1 - 3 years).  These 
classes consist of 20 children with 1 
directress and 2 assistants. 

 The nursery teacher’s work on fostering a 
family environment for the children in 
their class. The children are encouraged 
to gain independence in all areas of 
development – washing hands, putting 
on shoes serving snacks to each other 
etc.  

 They are taught the social skills needed 
for mixing with others – sharing, 
kindness and respect.  

 The teachers focus on vocabulary 
enrichment, gross and fine motor 
development and perceptual skills.  

 The children also undergo toilet training 
when necessary.  

 The nursery children can graduate to the 
pre-school class in the term they turn 
three.  

 

THE PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES 

 4 pre-school classes, namely Aloe, 
Agapanthus, Blue Iris and Protea.  

 The children in the pre-school classes 
range from age 3 to 6 years.  

 They each contain no more than 24 
children with 1 directress and 1 assistant 
in each class.  

 The children in these classes focus on the 
Montessori 3 to 6 curriculum.  

 They also participate in a weekly music 
lesson as well as singing in both Xhosa 
and Afrikaans.  

 The following extra-murals are offered 
and charged by external teachers:  
Catch-It, Ballet, Creative Cooking, Kids 
Clay and Swimming.  

 Theme-based outings are conducted at 
least once a term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PRIMARY CLASS 

 The primary class namely Strelitzia 
caters for children from 6 to 9 years 
and 9 to 12 years.  

 The class consists of up to 30 children, 
working in the Foundation Phase of 
their schooling. (Grade 1 –3 and 4-7).  
It is run by 1 directress and 2 
assistants. 

 This class focuses on the Montessori 6 
to 12 curriculum.  We also incorporate 
the traditional reception year syllabus 
as set out by the education department.  

 Catch-It is offered as part of the 
curriculum. Kids Clay and Ballet are 
extra-murals.  

 

 

 
AFTERCARE 

Aftercare includes a nutritious hot lunch 
(halaal) and an afternoon snack. 

 Aftercare includes holiday care. 

 Casual aftercare is charged at R70.00 
per afternoon, payable on the day 
(unless by prior arrangement). 

 Casual lunch is charged at R70.00. 

 

HOLIDAY CARE 

 Holiday care is inclusive if paying full 
day fees. 

 Includes mid-morning, lunch and 
afternoon snack 

 Fun art activities, games and playtime 

 Half day children requiring holiday care 
will pay a rate of R70.00 per am/pm. 

 No Holiday care from 16 December 
2015 to 11 January 2016 

GENERAL 

 Classes begin promptly at 8h30.  
Parents are encouraged to bring their 
child to school no later than 8h15. 

 All classes enjoy a mid-morning snack 
of sandwiches and fruit that the child 
brings daily.  

 The Montessori programme ends at 
12h00 for Nursery. Preschool children 
need to be collected by 13h00 latest.  
Children not collected by 13h00 will 
have lunch and then transfer to 
aftercare at a charge of R70.00 per day. 

 Children staying for full day receive a 
hot and nutritious lunch at 12h10 
(Nursery) and 12h30 (Pre-school) as 
well as a mid-afternoon snack. All meals 
are halaal.  

 Aftercare ends promptly at 17h30.   

 Each class does theme work that 
changes monthly or termly. Any input 
and reference material from home is 
always welcome.  

 The directresses conduct a verbal 
progress report on each child with their 
parents in the first and third term. A 
detailed written report is completed 
mid-year and at the end of each year.  

 A parent education evening is presented 
at the beginning of term 1,2 and 3.  
Parents are invited to learn more about 
Montessori philosophy, the Montessori 
classroom, the work your child is doing, 
parenting issues and how to implement 
Montessori in the home.  

 Parents are encouraged to involve 
themselves in all areas of their child’s 
life at the school.  

 



The school charges an annual fee.  For your 
convenience you may pay the annual fee off 
over 12 months or 10 months (February to 
November).  Should you pay the full annual 
fee in advance, at the beginning of the 
year, a 5% discount is applicable. 

We encourage all parents to use debit order 
or internet payment systems. 

 

Banking details 

Account name: Children’s Workshop 

Account number: 106 062 8910 

Bank: Nedbank 

Branch: Claremont 

Branch code: 164205 

 

Fees 

Application Fee (new children only)  

 R200.00 per child 

Non- Refundable Placement Fee 

 (new children only) 

 R2000.00 per child 

Hats 

 R80.00 available from the office    
(small / medium / large) 

Sleeping Bags  

 Only required for the children that sleep 
in Nursery and Aftercare. 

Stackable Beds 

 To be ordered : R310.00 

 

Tuition Fees (per annum) 

Nursery (1 – 3 Year Olds)  

 Half day:  R27 600.00, payable monthly 
over 12 months (R2300.00 per month)  

 Full day*:  R40 440.00, payable 
monthly over 12 months (R3370.00 per 
month) 

Pre-School (3 – 6 Year Olds)  

 Half day: R27 000.00, payable monthly 
over 12 months (R2250.00 per month)  

 Full day:  R39840.00, payable monthly 
over 12 months (R3320.00 per month)  

Primary (6 - 9 Year Olds)  

 Half day:  R32 100.00, payable monthly 

over 12 months (R2675.00 per month)  

 Full day:  R44 400.00, payable monthly 
over 12 months (R3700.00 per month)  

Primary (9 - 12 Year Olds)  

 Half day:  R34 680.00, payable monthly 

over 12 months (R2890.00 per month)  

 Full day:  R46 800,00 payable monthly 
over 12 months (R3 900.00 per month)  

Fees Payment 

 Payment must be made on or before 
the 7th day of each month. 

 Late payments will incur a 10% penalty 
for any payment made after the 7th. 

 A 5% discount will be given for 
payment of annual fees (if received 
before the 31st of January.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS MONTESSORI EXPENSIVE? 

 

FEES STRUCTURE 2015 

The extra murals offered at present are: 

 Kids Clay (an introduction to pottery for 

young children) R750 per term and 
registration of R100 

 Catch It! (a physical activity which develops 
coordination, ball skills etc.) R375 per term 
and registration of R50 

 Ballet (fun sessions for both girls and boys) 
R520 per term and registration of R50 

 Creative Cooking (focusing on pouring, 
mixing, measuring and fine/gross motor skills) 
R400 per term and registration of R50 



Tuition in Montessori schools may appear 
more expensive than playschools and 
nurseries because of the exquisitely crafted 
materials, the encompassing environment, 
the specialized directress training and the low 
adult-child ratio (each class has a directress 
and an assistant). 

It is a matter of values. To give a child the 
finest possible experience in his most 
sensitive years is to give him a strong 
foundation for life. Many educators believe it 
is wiser to invest in a child’s pre-school 
education than his college education. The 
expense now is a profitable long-term 
investment in his future. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IN THE CLASSROOM? 

The Montessori classroom, or ‘prepared 
environment’ is designed to invite the child to 
follow his natural interests. In order to learn 
there must be concentration; this is best 
achieved by letting the child use his hands to 
learn. Thus all equipment and presentations 
involve the use of hands for learning. 

Everything in a Montessori classroom is 
geared to the size, pace and interests of the 
child. 80% of human mental development 
takes place in the first eight years of life, so 
favorable learning conditions during this 
period cannot be over-emphasized. 

 

 

 

THE TEACHER’S ROLE 

The directress/teacher maintains the 
environment and guides the learning by 
means of constant, careful observation of the 
child and one-to-one presentations of the 
didactic materials. She is trained to recognize 
specific periods of readiness and responds by 
providing the appropriate experiences for the 
child to learn from. 

 

WHAT IS THE BEST AGE TO BEGIN? 

Dr Montessori outlined various periods of 
sensitivity. During these times a child is more 
capable of and interested in learning specific 
concepts. At age 2½ to 3½ a special sense 
of order, concentration and independence 
begins to emerge. This time is an ideal time 
to begin a child’s education, as he is ready to 
build a strong learning foundation. 

 

WHY MIXED AGES 

This system provides real models for 
imitation for younger children and gives older 
children the opportunity to reinforce their 
own knowledge and gain confidence in their 
abilities by helping the younger ones. 

As each child works individually at his own 
pace and within his own interests there is no 
competition. Each child’s self-esteem 
develops without being clouded by 
comparison with others. 

 

HOW IS MONTESSORI DIFFERENT 
FROM OTHER SCHOOLS? 

In most schools children are taught 
educational concepts as a group by a 
teacher. In the Montessori classroom the 
children learn concepts spontaneously as 
they work independently with the materials. 
Montessori environment is child-driven, not 
teacher-driven. Rather than ‘teaching’ 
concepts and facts, the environment is 
designed to stimulate the child’s interest and 
facilitate his understanding and learning 
capacities with little adult intervention.



 


