
Dear Parents 

Autumn is certainly creeping in as 

we notice the chilly mornings.  

Although the children don’t seem 

to feel the cold as they still wonder 

around barefeet and no jerseys. 

We seem to have got all the public 

holidays behind us now so can get 

back into the flow again. 

Ms Yumna (Primary Directress), Ms 

Joy (Nutwood Forest Principal) and 

Ms Sweleni (Phillipi Children’s Cen-

tre Principal) and I (pictured above 

at Durban airport)  attended the 

Montessori Conference in Durban, 

It was as ever fabulous, with guest 

speaker—Dr Steven Hughes  from 

USA. (links at the end of the chat-

ter), as well as many other wonder-

ful guests inspiring us further and 

again affirming why the Montessori 

method is so amazing.  We also 

managed to order R70 000 of new 

equipment for the classrooms, so 

we excitedly await for the delivery. 

 We are having an OPEN DAY 

for both campuses on Wednes-

day 20th May.  Please let 

friends and family know if they 

are interested in a Montessori 

education and if you are inter-

ested in seeing our Primary 

class, it is a perfect time to 

visit. 

On a more serious  note, One 

of our parents cars was broken 

into a few weeks ago in Selous 

Rd.  He had locked laptop and  

valuables in his boot, but on 

returning to his car discovered  

the alarm was de-activated and 

they had managed to get into 

the boot. We caution you to 

please be aware of  who is 

around on the street when 

parking. And alert us to any 

concerns so that we can con-

tact ADT immediately. 

Lastly, I would 

like to wish all 

our Mothers a 

very enjoyable 

and relaxing 

day on Sunday, 

and hope that you are truly 

appreciated for all that you give 

and do.                         Ms Sue 

Principals Message 

The Children’s  

Montessori Workshop 
C h a t t e r  -  M a y  2 0 1 5   

 

What ’s  on this  Term  

 Mother’s Day on Sunday 10th May 

 

 SCHOOL OPEN DAY on        

Wednesday 20th May 

 

 Preschool Outings: 

      Rococoa (Chocolate Factory), Woodstock 

 Blue Iris Class—Monday 25 May 

 Agapanthus Class—Monday 1 June  

 Aloe Class—Thursday 4 June 

 Protea Class—Friday 5 June 

 

 Primary Outing: 

        Intaka Island, Canal Walk 

 Friday 5 June 

 

 Public Holiday (no school): Tuesday 16th 

June 

  

 Fathers Day on Sunday 21st June 

 

 School Closes on Friday 26th June: Class 

Party and Dress up  Day (people from 

around the world) 

 HOLIDAY CARE: 29 June—17 July 

 School Opens on Monday 20th July 
 

 

   

 

 Fixed  the fencing surrounding  the flower beds at Belvedere campus 

 Fixed the wood surrounding the sandpit at Belvedere campus 

 Lay grass at Chichester campus 

 Sanded and re-varnished Belvedere Kitchen floor 

 Rabbit hutch at Chichester campus 

 Handle stoppers for all the bikes in the playground 

Maintenance 
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Welcome 

Thank You 

A big thank you our wonderful parents who continue to help. 

 Arlene and Craig (parents of Josie in Ladybirds and Josh in Primary) for all their re-

duced rates for printing for the school especially for our open day pamplets. 

 Parents for their birthday book donations to the classes. 

 Lee (Casey’s Dad in Aloe) for all the negotiations in getting us the best deals as far as 

telephone and copier rates for both campuses.  As well as a modem for the Chichester 

campus. 

 For using your MySchool Card at Woolies, Engen, Quickshop, Wal-

tons, ToysRus, Kalahari.com, Reggies, SupaQuick. 

 A special welcome to our new Children’s Work-

shop children and parents as well as the children 

that moved from nursery to preschool and from 

preschool to primary.  

Butterflies—Welcomes Ms Victoria who is helping 

whilst Ms Vusie is on maternity leave 

Ladybirds— Welcomes Conor Minaar, Sean Cha-

rangwa,  Raessa Allie,  Hannah Festus and Aidan 

Bielawski.  We say farewell to Ansaar-Jihaad 

Savahl and Dilshad Samaai as well as to Hakeem 

Fortune who moves to the Agapanthus Class 

Agapanthus—Welcomes Dean Olivier  and Ha-

keem Fortune 

Blue Iris—Welcomes Emily Minaar and says fare-

well to Lerato Gillespie Naidoo 

Strelitzia (6-9)  Says farewell to Thamaga Raidini 

and Hannah Hector 

Staff: - We wish Ms Bernie (General Assistant) all 

the best as she goes on maternity leave and we 

have Ms Emma helping out where needed.  We  

say farewell to Ms Gadija (Chichester administra-

tor) who decided not to stay on with us.  We wel-

come Ms Nosiphe who will be helping out at the 

swim school if Ms Anita is not well. 

We would like to congratulate Mr Ebrahim (senior 

primary) for completing his 9-12 training with dis-

tinctions. 

T h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s   M o n t e s s o r i  W o r k s h o p  



Nursery Update 
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Aloe Class 

We in the Aloe class are very excited to be learning 

about the different continents  this term.  However 

we have also had some interesting discussions about 

plant life and the change in season and weather. We 

have made some colourful finger painting about the 

trees around us, showing how the trees have shed 

their leaves and the leaves have changed colour. 

Ms Sheefa and Ms Cheryldene 

   Preschool Update 

Primary Update 

     
A sunny hello from the Butterflies Class...as always, our little ones are blossoming so quickly, 

it’s hard to believe that we are only in term two.  Our latest and only newbie, Ilhaam appears to be settling into 
her new routine, amidst the occasional tearful outburst.  Congratulations to Ms Vusie on the arrival of her baby 

girl, weighing in at 3.5kg.  Vusie sends her love and best wishes to staff and parents 
alike.  Once again she thanks everyone for their generous contributions towards her 
recent baby shower. 

We recently experienced some horrible biting incidents amongst our littlies.  As un-
pleasant as the experience is for all concerned, we urge parents to remember that there 
are a number of reasons  but generally it is a sign of frustration and lack of being able 
express oneself.  On the other hand we have had some interesting words being spoken—
predominantly “shut up”.  Please know that these words are not spoken at school, please read the last page 
of the chatter for some advise on handling such experiences.               Ms Shanaz, Ms Jacky and Ms Victoria 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices  Birthdays 

May 
Butterflies: 

Tatenda Govha                   1 May 

Ethan Dunn                        16 May 

Ladybirds:                            

Zayd Mohamed                   6 May 

Layla Shanti Rhode-Turner            12 May 

Jennifer Kenyon-Wimbush             29 May  

Agapanthus: 

Kira Orpen                                  12 May 

Elanor Gould                               21 May  

Aloe: 

Ziyah carr                                  14 May  

Weylin Smith                             14 May  

Ciera Chetty                              21 May  

Aadam Van Graan                       30 May  

Blue Iris: 

Joshua Van der Lugt                    14 May  

Strelitzia:6-9 

Josias Kasango                            11 May  

Kendra Bierman                         24 May 

Deiyaan Groepies                       24 May  

Strelitzia:9-12 

Simphiwe Ndiweni                      7 May  

Keene Peters                              24 May  

           

Staff  

Ms Vicky                                    3 May  

Ms Liliona                                  16 May 

 

 

 
 

 

Outings 

Preschool and primary outings have been confirmed. Please 

remember that we rely on parents to help us with lifts so try 

to be available on the day.  An indemnity form must be com-

pleted for each child in order for us to take them off the 

premises. 

This term the preschool children will visit the Rococoa in 

Woodstock, where they will walk through a cocoa plantation 

and visit the chocolate production kitchen.  The cost is R50 

per person and there is a coffee shop for parents to wait if 

they are helping with lifts. 

The Primary children will visit Intaka Island in Canal Walk 

where they will take a guided walk by the rangers and will 

learn more about sustainability, the food web and birding.  

The cost is R22.50 per child and R40 for adults. 

Bread Tags 

We were sent a message to say thank you 

to all that collect bread tags.  This is a pic-

ture of latest recipient of a new wheelchair, 

bought with money generated from your 

bread tags. So remember to keep collect-

ing and send them into the office. 

 

Phillipi Children’s Centre 

Our sister school in Phillipi sent a photo of 

the gate the were able to buy with money 

generated from our parents at the end of 

last year using the ‘Helping Hands” collec-

tion tins.  Another BIG thank you to you all 

for your support. 

To Ms Vusie (Butterflies assistant) who had a 

 healthy baby girl on 3 May. 

To Ms Bernie (General Assistant) who had a 

 healthy baby girl on 6 May. 

Congratulations 



Only use Selous Road gate. 

Gates open at 7.30am (please don’t 

leave your child alone at school before 

7.30am)  

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS 

CLOSE THE GATE—ALL THE TIME 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property box on a regular 

basis. Should your child bring any clothing items 

home that do not belong to him/her please return 

it to school immediately. Remember to label your 

child’s clothing items including shoes please. 

Food 

Parents are reminded of the following:  

Children must eat breakfast at home 

Food may not be sent to school unless your child 

has special dietary requirements or it is your turn 

to supply special snack on Friday /child’s 

birthday. 

Special snack every Friday 

Remember that we encourage healthy eating, so 

please supply appropriate food such as popcorn, 

muffins, jelly and custard, etc. and note that it 

may coincide with your child’s birthday that week. 

Birthday Celebrations 

Birthday cakes are welcome but please ensure 

that they do not contain nuts or alcohol (some 

cakes have a hint of this). 

Party packs are not allowed. Please reserve this for 

home parties. 

Please donate a book to the class as part of your 

child’s birthday celebration. 

Bread Tags 

Remember to collect and send your bread tags to 

the office 

Medication Policy 

All medication needs to be recorded in the 

medication book available in the office – All 

medication needs to be handed to the teacher on 

duty and must NOT be left in your child’s bag.  

 

 

 

Traffic Rules  

For those who do not know or who have 

forgotten: 

THIS IS A FRIENDLY REMINDER TO FOLLOW THE 

SCHOOL TRAFFIC RULES: 

· To create one-way flow, please enter Selous Road 

from Queen Victoria Road only 

· Do NOT make a U-turn in Selous Road under any 

circumstances 

· Park in LEGAL PARKING spaces only 

· Follow the guidance of the traffic Monitor 

· NO STOPPING OR PARKING in front of school 

gates or neighbour’s driveways 

· Drop-and-go ONLY from 08:00 - 08:30 when a 

staff member is on duty 

· There is NO stopping in front of school  gates 

in the afternoon 

YOUR COOPERATION IS HIGHLY  APPRECIATED 

Venue Hire 

The school playground is available for hire for birthday 

parties and other social events. Please contact the of-

fice for further information and the applicable rates. 

Parent Contact Details 

Please remember to update the office if any of your 

contact details have changed.  This includes people 

who collect your child/ren from school. 

School Tours 

Every Wednesday at 09h30 

Please book your appointment in advance at the office. 

School Contact Details 

 Belvedere Rd Office hours: 7.30am—4.30pm 

(Monday to Friday) 

Tel: 021 671 7538/5222 

Cell: 084 513 1978 

Email: childwork@mweb.co.za 

Principal (Sue): principal.cw@mweb.co.za 

 

Chichester Rd (Aloe and Primary classes): 

Tel: (021) 6713916 

Cell: 072 686 3099 

 Gate access codes: enquire in the office 

 

Reminders 

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?q=children+traffic+signs&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=571&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=4FdkEVpXi8NU0M:&imgrefurl=http://www.slingsby.com/1/1/34442-vehicle-traffic-signs-general-traffic-signs-children-crossing.html&docid=RfRrYa6nV3rWSM&imgurl


The Childrens Workshop Weekly Menu  (2015) 
Week 1         

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Fish Fingers 
Mashed Potato 

Peas 

Chicken Stew 
Rice 

Carrots 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Corn 

Chicken 
 Nuggets 

Rice & Gravy 
Butternut 

Spaghetti 
 Bolognaise 

Mixed  
Vegetables 

Week 2         

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chicken Nuggets 
Savoury Rice 

Carrots 

Cottage Pie  
Peas 

Chicken Breyani 
Mixed  

Vegetables 

Fish Fingers 
Mashed Potato 

Butternut 

Chicken Strips 
Potatoes, 
 Carrots 

We have many children that stay for lunch only or else full day (includes lunch). 

We endeavour to follow this menu but there may be days that due to delivery delays that we have to swop our 

menu around slightly. 

Please note that all food is Halaal.  We have a vegetarian option on request. 

Please note that when it is your child’s turn to send special snack /bitrthday treats, please ensure that it 

is Halaal (it will indicate it on the packaging) and to avoid items with nuts and alcohol. 

We do not encourage lots of sweets, chips and cool drinks so would prefer a healthier option such as 

popcorn, muffins, fruit kebabs or better still be creative and bake some biscuits with your child. 

If it is your child’s birthday, please chat to your class directress as we will encourage you to have the birthday   

circle on the day of their birthday but to rather bring the treats on the Friday (special snack day). 



 

 http://www.public-montessori.org/public-montessori 

 Watch lectures of Steve Hughes (guest speaker from USA at the 2015 Montessori conference in Durban):   

https://vimeo.com/stevehughes 

 http://www.handsfreemama.com/2012/04/16/six-words-you-should-say-today/ 

 http://www.transformationalparenting.guru/workshops.html 

Interesting Links/Articles 

Swearing and potty talk: How to nip them in the bud 

The first time your child drops a four-letter word that isn't milk or Dora can be a shock. You've spent the last few years helping 

him build up his vocabulary with the names of farm animals and G-rated ways to describe his feelings, but the term he chooses to 

throw around? The one that rhymes with duck. Before you turn bright red, know that most kids this age have no idea what 

words like this mean. And that you're not alone: Many parents of preschoolers are also dealing with a child who needs to be cen-

sored every now and then. 

Two,three and four year olds are starting to realize that some words get a response from Mom and Dad -- which is exciting for a 

child who is just learning how to test the limits. And then other words, like butt, are just plain funny to a preschooler who's de-

veloping a sense of humor. But how you handle these bathroom blurts and F-bombs can either help tone down the language or 

backfire on you. "If you overreact to a certain word, it can make your child even more intrigued about using it," says Erin Boyd-

Soisson, Ph.D., associate professor of human development and family science at Messiah College, in Grantham, Pennsylvania. We 

talked to experts to find out how to handle some of the awkward situations you may face with your child.\ 

Read more: http://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/discipline/improper-behavior/kids-cursing-swearing/ 

Substitute fun-but-clean alternatives. If your child's just trying a new word on for size or sing-songing it under his breath 

for the thrill, you can probably persuade him to substitute another exciting new word (try "abracadabra" or "shazzam") or a 

nursery rhyme. Or you could swap a similar-sounding goofy word for the inappropriate one — snoopynose for poopynose, for 

example. If the problem is that he's short on acceptable words to express intense anger or frustration, it may help to encourage 

him to say loudly, "I'm mad" or "I'm frustrated." (The word "frustrated" is multisyllabic, but preschoolers get the meaning at once.) 

Some families invent amusing epithets of their own ("Oh, shoes," for instance). 

 

Set limits. If your child has latched on to a serious profanity or two, he needs you to set some guidelines. It's crucial to do this 

calmly — without becoming agitated or mad — otherwise, each time you blow up, you'll just remind him how much power he 

has to make you pay attention to him quickly. If it's a made-up word (such as "wee-wee-face"), tell him that there's no such thing 

and you don't understand what he's saying. For adult-variety swear words, don't explain what they mean or why they're unac-

ceptable. Just make it clear, in a matter-of-fact and disinterested voice, which words are off-limits: "That's not a word you may 

use in our house or around other people." ("We don't allow that kind of language" is too vague.)  

Don't let swearing get results. If your preschooler's cursing because he wants something, make sure he doesn't get whatever 

it is he's asking for. It isn't good enough to say, "That wasn't very nice language, but here's your ice cream cone anyway." 

 

Watch your own mouth. Sure, there are different rules for adults' and children's behavior, but if your youngster hears you 

casually pepper your daily conversation with profanity, it'll be a lot harder to convince him not to talk that way himself. If he 

mimics something you said, admit that you shouldn't have said it either, then distract him with a toy or a book — and vow to 

clean up your act.  

Read more: http://www.babycenter.com/0_swearing-and-potty-talk-how-to-nip-them-in-the-bud_65500.bc 

https://vimeo.com/stevehughes
http://www.handsfreemama.com/2012/04/16/six-words-you-should-say-today/
http://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/

